
Muscatine County Board of Supervisors 
Monday, October 10, 2016 
 
The Muscatine County Board of Supervisors met in regular session at 9:00 A.M. with Howard, 
Kelly, Sorensen, Sauer and Bonebrake present. Chairperson Sorensen presiding. 
 
On a motion by Kelly, second by Bonebrake, the agenda was approved as written.  Ayes: All. 
 
On a motion by Kelly, second by Sauer, claims dated October 10, 2016 were approved as 
corrected in the amount of $1,416,830.07.  Ayes: All. 
 
Discussion was held with Brian Hazlett, Kellor & Kellor Landscaping, Inc. regarding a proposal 
to landscape the terrace next to the Community Services/DHS building.  Hazlett stated they are 
proposing Junipers and Scarlet Oaks that will fill in within 2 to 3 years to cover the hillside. 
Hazelett stated a lifetime weed barrier with cypress mulch will be installed to control erosion. 
Hazelett stated the Junipers will not need to be maintained. Sauer asked why the hillside could 
not be planted in native grasses. Hazlett stated native grasses would require long term 
maintenance and they need full sun whereas the hillside needs something that grows in both sun 
and shade. Sauer stated native grass would be practical but would have to maintained by 
occasional spraying. Kelly stated the County has tried many things and it is time to invest the 
money to do it correctly. In response to a question from Bonebrake, Hazlett stated the County is 
probably looking at 10 -15 hours of maintenance per year until the Junipers fill in. Sauer 
suggested putting several more scarlet oaks throughout the rest of the hillside to add color. 
Bonebrake stated day lilies would be a lot cheaper and only require volunteer trees to be 
removed once a year. The Board by consensus tabled the proposal for one week in order to look 
at the hillside and research options.   
 
Discussion was held with Muscatine County Engineer Keith White regarding replacement of a 
motor grader.  White stated he has one motor grader near the 5 year, 5,000 mile buyback which 
is a better value than a trade, so the County will not see a better price than right now. On a 
motion by Howard, second by Sauer, the Board authorized White to purchase a 2016 Caterpillar 
140M3 motor grader from Altorfer for $148,245 ($298,245sale price less $150,000 for the trade 
in of a 2012 Caterpillar 140M2). Ayes:  All. 
 
On a motion by Kelly, second by Bonebrake, a letting date was set for November 7, 2016 at 9:00 
A.M. for L-(Water)-73-70, for a water main extension on Park Avenue West.  Ayes: All.  
 
County Engineer Keith White updated the Board on secondary roads construction projects and 
current flooding. White stated a great deal of the repairs have been completed for the current 
flooding. White stated Iron City Avenue has large holes that will require long term decisions. 
White stated the levee farther north also failed.  
 
On a motion by Kelly, second by Howard, the Board accepted the Muscatine County Auditor’s 
Office Report of Fees Collected for the quarter ending September 30, 2016 in the amount of 
$386.45.  Ayes: All. 
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On a motion by Sauer, second by Kelly, the Board accepted the Muscatine County Recorder’s 
Office Report of Fees Collected for the quarter ending September 30, 2016 in the amount of 
$70,023.55.  Ayes: All. 
 
On a motion by Howard, second by Sauer, the Board accepted the Muscatine County Sheriff’s 
Office - Civil Department’s Report of Fees Collected for the quarter ending September 30, 2016 
in the amount of $20,922.68.  Ayes: All. 
 
On a motion by Kelly, second by Bonebrake, the Board accepted the Muscatine County 
Treasurer’s Report of Fees Collected for the quarter ending September 30, 2016 in the amount of 
$154,139.83.  Ayes: All. 
 
On a motion by Howard, second by Sauer, minutes of the October 3, 2016 regular meeting were 
approved as written.  Ayes: All. 
 
Correspondence: 
 All supervisors received an invitation to attend a presentation by the Jefferson County  
  farmers on water quality. 
 Sauer reported several calls regarding the flooding on Iron City Avenue. 
 Sauer reported a call regarding an erosion issue north of Wild Cat Den on 180th Street. 
 Sorensen reported reviewing flood damage and road issues on Iron City Avenue with  
  County Engineer Keith White. 
 Howard reported a contact that appreciated the outcome accomplished through work on  
  Burlington Road.  
 
Committee Reports: 
 Kelly attended a Muscatine Health Association meeting October 5th. 
 Sorensen attended a Regional Workforce Investment Board meeting October 7th. 
 
On a motion by Bonebrake, second by Kelly, the Board approved and authorized issuance of a 
Request for Proposal for demolition of a structure located at 112 E. 4th Street, Muscatine, IA.  
Ayes: All.  
 
John Lutz, Letts Engineering, presented a proposed design and general overview for a 36 space 
parking lot next to the Community Services/DHS building. 
 
On a motion by Howard, second by Kelly, a public hearing was set for October 31, 2016 at 9:00 
A.M on a request from Jeffrey and Pamela Turkle to rezone approximately 0.39 acres in Fulton 
Township from A-1 Agricultural District to I-1 Light Industrial District.  Ayes: All. 
 
The Board reviewed an application to fill an upcoming vacancy on the Muscatine County Zoning 
Commission from Thomas Furlong. Administrative Services Director Nancy Schreiber stated the 
application was received after the deadline. 
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On a motion by Kelly, second by Sauer, the Board authorized renewal of the Muscatine County 
Flexible Benefits Plan for 2017 and set the open enrollment period for October 31 through 
November 18, 2016.  Ayes: All. 
 
Administrative Services Director Nancy Schreiber stated Planning and Zoning Administrator 
Eric Furnas informed her that the City of Muscatine approved the one lot subdivision plat for the 
parcel next to the Optimae building. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:23 A.M. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________  _________________________________ 
Leslie A. Soule, County Auditor   Jeff Sorensen, Chairperson 
       Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Muscatine County Board of Supervisors 
Monday, October 17, 2016 
 
The Muscatine County Board of Supervisors met in regular session at 9:00 A.M. with Howard, 
Kelly, Sorensen and Bonebrake present.  Sauer was absent. Chairperson Sorensen presiding. 
 
On a motion by Kelly, second by Bonebrake, the agenda was approved as presented.  Ayes: All. 
 
County Sheriff C.J. Ryan reported that a recent jail inspection completed October 7, 2016 
resulted in a very clean report. Ryan and the Board thanked Correction Officers for their hard 
work. 
 
Discussion was held with Brian Hazlett, Kellor & Kellor Landscaping, Inc., regarding a 
Community Services/DHS Building Landscaping proposal. The Board agreed they would like to 
add 3-4 more trees along the side. On a motion by Howard, second by Kelly, the Board accepted 
a landscaping proposal for the Community Services Building from Kellor & Kellor Landscaping, 
Inc. in the amount of $26,662.50 plus the addition of up to 4 trees at a unit cost of $179.00 per 
tree.  Ayes: All. 
 
Discussion was held with Josh Spies, Lower Cedar Project Director, regarding the formation of a 
Watershed Management Authority for the Lower Cedar River. Spies stated Iowa Code Chapter 
466B allows for the formation of Watershed Management Authorities to assess and reduce flood 
risk and improve water quality. Spies invited Muscatine County to participate in the process of 
forming a Watershed Management Authority for the Lower Cedar River. Spies invited the Board 
to send a representative to a kickoff meeting to be held Wednesday, November 9, 2016 at 1:00 
P.M. at the West Branch City Hall. Spies stated that all funding is through grants so there will be 
no funding through taxation. Board consensus was interest in forming a Watershed Management 
Authority. 
 
On a motion by Kelly, second by Howard, the Board approved 2016 business property tax credit 
applications, with the exception of two parcels, as recommended by the Auditor’s Office. Ayes: 
All. 
 
Discussion was held with County Auditor Leslie Soule regarding a Sales Order Agreement 
between Muscatine County and Election Systems and Software, Inc. (ES&S) for the purchase of 
new voting equipment approved by the Board of Supervisors on July 11, 2016. Soule stated the 
actual cost of the voting equipment ($249,125.00) came in slightly lower than the original quote 
($264,825.00). Soule stated the rental of a DS850 Central Count device for the General Election 
has already been paid by the County and credited against the purchase of a DS450 Central Count 
device through the sales agreement which is why the total on the sales agreement is $218,318.00. 
Soule stated the new equipment should arrive in December or January. Soule stated Appendix A 
of the agreement covers ongoing maintenance and software support through the silver plan at an 
annual cost of $16,857.50 which will cover one preventive maintenance visit in even numbered 
years, plus all repairs. Soule stated the maintenance and software support do not begin until after 
the 1-year warranty has expired which will be in FY18. By consensus the Board authorized the 



Muscatine County Board of Supervisors 
Monday, October 17, 2016 
Page 2 
 
County Auditor to execute a Sales Order Agreement between Muscatine County and Election 
Systems and Software (ES&S) in the amount of $218,318.00 plus the silver maintenance plan. 
 
County Auditor Leslie Soule stated satellite voting is being held today, October 17th, from 9:00 
A.M. – 3:00 A.M. at MCC McAvoy Center in Muscatine and tomorrow, October 18th, from 9:00 
A.M. – 3:00 A.M. at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church Parish life Center in West Liberty. 
 
On a motion by Bonebrake, second by Howard, minutes of the October 10, 2016 regular meeting 
were approved as amended.  Ayes: All. 
 
No correspondence was noted. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 Bonebrake attended a MAGIC meeting October 10th. 
 Kelly attended a Seventh Judicial District meeting October 14th. 
 
On a motion by Kelly, second by Howard, the Board set a public hearing on proposed 
amendments to the FY 16/17 Muscatine County budget for Monday, November 21, 2016 at 9:00 
A.M.  Ayes:  All. 
 
The Board reviewed the health/dental fund balance as of September 30, 2016. 
 
Supervisor Howard stated the County is still looking for applicants for the Zoning Commission. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 A.M. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_____________________________  ___________________________ 
Leslie A. Soule, County Auditor  Jeff Sorensen, Chairperson 
      Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 
 
 


